
Cub Scouts 

Hummingbird Feeder 
 

Supplies: 

1 16.9 oz water bottle – empty (remove container) 

1 8oz butter container (or similar container) – empty (remove container) 

Large nail (to poke holes) 

Xacto knife 

String to hang from tree 

 

 
 

Trace water cap on center of container lid then cut with an Xacto knife 

    
 

Using hammer and nail, poke several holes into the lid of the water bottle. Using the holes, cut with an Xacto knife to 

remove center of water bottle lid. 

    
 

Now poke 4-5 holes around the perimeter of the butter dish lid. You can use the hammer & nail – or I found it just as 

easy to push the nail through using my fingers. 

   
 

Now fill the bottle with Hummingbird food (dyed green here for photo purposes only). Add the butter dish lid and then 

the container. Turn the whole thing over and you are ready to go!  

    
 

Add plastic red and yellow flowers to help draw the hummingbird’s attention. You can even poke a hole in the center 

of a plastic flower then glue the flower over the holes in the butter dish lid so that both holes line up.  



 

It may take a few days for the birds to find your feeder. BE PATIENT! 

 

Making Your Own Hummingbird Nectar 

You can make your own hummingbird nectar by following this recipe:  

1. Boil 4 parts water.  
2. Mix 1 part ordinary white granulated sugar.  
3. Stir and allow the mixture to cool.  
4. When the nectar is room temperature, fill your clean hummingbird feeder.  

Tips:  

1. Never use red dyes or food coloring, as they are not healthy for hummingbirds or orioles.  
2. Never use honey when making your nectar mix. Honey attracts bees and can grow black fungus that will cause a fatal 

liver and tongue disease in hummingbirds.  
3. Replace the nectar once every three to four days and clean the feeder thoroughly.  
4. Unused nectar can be refrigerated for up to two weeks.  

To attach string to your feeder & hang from a tree 

 

 

 

 

 

Cut two long pieces of string. Knot them tightly 

around the narrower part of the bottle near the 

bottom (which is the top of the bird feeder).  

 

The goal is to try and have the bird feeder hang 

balanced on the tree branch.  


